
Columbia County 
BOARD of COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 
April 03, 2014 

 
The Columbia County Board of County Commissioners met in the auditorium of the 

School Board Administrative Complex at 5:30 p.m.  The meeting opened with prayer and the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America followed.  
 
Commissioners in Attendance: Stephen E. Bailey, Rusty DePratter, Scarlet Frisina, 

Bucky Nash and Chairman Ronald Williams. 
 
Others in Attendance:   County Manager Dale Williams 

Administrative Manager Lisa Roberts (“AM”) 
Safety Manager David Krauss (“SM”) 
Operations Manager Kevin Kirby (“OM”) 
Attorney Marlin Feagle 
Deputy Clerk Sandy Markham 

 
Agenda 
 
 Additions: Purchase Agreement for Right-of-way on the Real Terrace Extension. 
 Deletions: Consent Agenda item #09; Project Breeze Agreement. 
 

MOTION by Commissioner Bailey to adopt the agenda with recommended changes.  
Second by Commissioner Frisina.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Public Comments 
 
 None. 
 
Life Saving Awards & Medals of Distinction  
 
 A call was received by the Columbia County 911 Emergency Communications Center on 
March 07, 2014, where the caller reported a two month old infant was not breathing and did 
not have a pulse.  Thankfully, training and exemplary handling of this emergency by dispatchers 
and officers resulted in the infant’s life being saved.   
 
 911 Director Tom Brazil presented EMD Lifesaving Awards to Emergency Dispatchers 
Natasha Cray and Stacy Murphy, and Sheriff Mark Hunter presented Lt. Katina Dicks and Deputy 
Brian Lucas with Medals of Distinction.  Commissioners, staff and the public gave a standing 
ovation. 
 
 



Additional Homestead Exemption 
 

Ms. Carol Leblique addressed with the Board the constitutional amendment relating to 
Article VII, Section 6.  

 
There was a consensus by the Commission to have staff work with the Property 

Appraiser on implementing the additional homestead exemption for those seniors over the age 
of 65 and who meet the qualifying criteria.   Staff will report on progress and budget impacts. 
 
Proposed Ordinance 2014-3 
Code Enforcement – Violation of County Ordinance 
 
 This ordinance would amend and restate Section 2-341 through 2-353 of Article VI of 
Chapter 2, Division 2 of the County Code relating to the County Code Enforcement Board as 
authorized by Chapter 162, Florida Statutes.  The ordinance would give the Code Enforcement 
Board the ability to send a case to a magistrate to be heard in lieu of first being handled by 
County Court. 
 
 The public hearing opened. 
 
 Citizen Stewart Liker shared his opinion that the fees within the proposed ordinance are 
not practical.  Also, until the term “reasonable” is defined, and a copy of the proposed 
ordinance illustrating changes is posted to the County’s website, the matter should be tabled.   
 
 The public hearing closed.  There was Board discussion. 
 
 MOTION by Commissioner Bailey to approve Ordinance 2014-3.  Second by 
Commissioner Frisina.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
 Staff clarified that the two subject lots are located in the northwest corner of the parent 
tract, and are not in the southwest corner as is reflected in the supporting materials. 
 
 Staff also gave additional information relating to items #3, #6 and #11. 
 
 MOTION by Commissioner Frisina to approve the consent agenda with staff’s 
clarifications.  Second by Commissioner Nash.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Real Terrace Extension Project 
 
 The Board considered a proposed Real Estate Purchase Agreement with property owner 
TD Bank for right-of-way property that is believed to be 10.02 acres in size.  There is a two acres 
discrepancy between the bank and the Property Appraiser’s records that will need to be 



verified.  T.D. Bank has appraised the property at $620,000, and the Property Appraiser for 
Columbia County has appraised the property at $525,929. Columbia County has offered 
$515,000 for the property contingent upon conditions being met and tasks being completed in 
the inspection period.  The purchase of this property will make it possible for the County to 
complete the project.  The complete presentation is attached to the original minutes. 
 

Staff recommended the Board approve the following: 
 

 Approve the Agreement for the purchase and sale of real estate between T.D. Bank and 
Columbia County, Florida, 

 authorize $50,000 “Earnest Money” payment to T.D. Bank’s escrow agent, and 
 approve a $50,000 budget amendment from “Cash Balance Forward” for the project.  

 
There was discussion between the Board and with Attorney Feagle. 

 
MOTION by Commissioner DePratter to approve the recommendation of Staff.  Second by 

Commissioner Nash.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comment 
 
 Regarding the agenda addition pertaining to the Real Terrace Extension Project; Stewart 
Lilker told the Commission that no means was provided for the public to know the details of 
this topic, and there was no way for the public to be prepared to ask questions on the matter.  
Mr. Lilker voiced that in his opinion, the spirit and intent of Senate Bill SB50 was violated. 
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at  
6:15 p.m. 
 
ATTEST:      __________________________________ 
       Board of County Commissioners 
____________________________ 
P. DeWitt Cason 
Clerk of Courts 
 
 


